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Corsica itself party feeling ran still higher after the proclama-
tion of the Republic and the commencement of the general
war;  the friends of Paoli thought there was no reason why
Corsica should  be   involved  in   the  war,  and recurred   to
their favourite  idea  of an  independent Corsican  Republic.
The failure of the expedition directed against Cagliari, the
capital of Sardinia, in January, 1793, made them argue that
France was  not  strong'enough  to protect  Corsica;   Arena
denounced Paoli to the Convention as the cause of this failure;
he was  "decreed of accusation/3 and an insurrection im-
mediately broke  out.    On June 26 the establishment of a
Corsican Republic was  solemnly proclaimed at Corte, with
Paoli as president, and within a week the French garrisons
were driven from every town except Bastia and Calvi.    In
July Paoli wrote to Lord Hood requesting help; his letter was
forwarded to England, where his overtures were favourably
received;   and  when he  left  Toulon   the  English  admiral
was directed to occupy Corsica.    His first task was to be-
siege  Bastia  and  Calvi,  which were bravely defended by
the   deputy   on   mission,   Lacombe-Saint-Michel,   but  were
eventually stormed by the British sailors under the command
of  Captain   Horatio   Nelson,   who   lost   an   eye   at  Calvi.
The British  occupation was not followed by any cessation
of the internal dissensions.    The  Paolists insisted on their
Republic, and it may incidentally be remarked that Colonel
John Moore was  ordered to leave  the island for  sympa-
thizing with them;1 but  eventually a  new   party,  which
had sprung up amongst the  Paolists,  headed by Pozzo  di
Borgo, won the day, and the crown of Corsica was offered to
George III.    He  accepted it, and was solemnly proclaimed
King of Corsica, and  the English  ministers appointed Sir
Gilbert Elliot,  afterwards Earl of Minto, as  viceroy,  who
ruled in that island, until the victories of Napoleon Bonaparte
in Italy, in  1796,  made   it necessary for the   English to
abandon Corsica.

The war against Spain, though its importance was some-

1 Life of Sir JoJin Moore, by his brother, vol. i, p. 156.
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